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Bach, Soli Deo Gloria
Midnight Adventure

The night is dark and cold, and a fierce wind rattles the win-
dowpanes. A small ten-year-old boy tiptoes quietly down the
stairs. He cups his hand and shields the light from the candle
he's holding, trying not to awaken the others in the house. Slow-
ly, ever so slowly, he pushes on the door to the study. He knows
it will squeak unless opened very slowly, and if anyone hears
him, his mission will be over.

Johann Sebastian Bach has a burning desire to play new music.
Since his parents died, Johann lives with his brother, a church
organist. His brother keeps his music locked away, since he
thinks it is too valuable to be used by children. Johann has al-
ready mastered the beginner pieces and now wants something
more difficult to practice.

Johann sets down his candle and squeezes his arm through the
lattice of the locked music cabinet. Very carefully, he rolls a
manuscript and eases it out of the cabinet. He spreads the pre-
cious pages out on the table. The rest of his night will be spent
carefully copying the notes of the piece he will begin to learn the
following day. Once he has copied the final line, he carefully
places the music back in the locked cabinet. Johann returns to
his own bed, filled with anticipation of playing the new music.
For young Johann, music is more than something to listen to or
practice. It can cheer him up when he is sad. Music is the way
Johann Bach expresses his thoughts and feelings.

God Makes the Music

Johann Bach's love of music and dedication to practice began to
pay off. At just seventeen years old, he got his first job as a
church organist. His Lutheran family was pleased to see him car-
ry on the family tradition in music. Word of his musical abilities
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spread quickly. One day, he went to compete in an organ contest,
only to learn there was no contest.

"I guess you've won the organ contest Johann!" the judges said.

"But | haven't even played a single note! How did | win?" he
asked.

"The Frenchman heard of your amazing talent and didn't want to
risk getting beaten. Louis Marchand knows he can't beat you!"

When Johann played music, he felt his soul praising God. In fact,
he once said, "I play the notes as they are written but it is God
who makes the music.” After a few years, Johann got another
job as church organist and choir director at a small German
church. He directed the choir and wrote the worship music used
in the church service. But even though he used his musical tal-
ents to glorify God, a problem soon arose.

Misunderstood
"Johann, people are complaining about the music you've been
composing.”

Bach was stunned. He knew that some of the recent pieces were
his best work. What could the problem be?

The man continued, "The music is too showy. Some of our
members even think it is sinful. Music should be simple so that
it draws attention to God, not to the music or the performers."

Bach couldn't believe it! His music was "sinful"? How could
people call his music sinful when he only tried to glorify God?
Bach took a deep breath before defending his music.

"The main purpose of my music is to glorify God. Some people
do this with music that is simple. | haven't chosen to use a sim-
ple style, but my music comes from my heart as a humble offer-
ing to God. This honors God no matter what musical style I
use."

+ AW By D AMAEIB R p. 13

Unfortunately, Bach and the church could not agree on this mat-
ter, so he started looking for another job. In fact, Bach changed
jobs many times during his life, searching for the freedom to
write the music he heard in his soul. He found a temporary ref-
uge in the town of Weimar. This was the first time Bach did not
work for a church, but his boss, the Duke of Weimar, was a reli-
gious man. The Duke encouraged Bach to continue writing sa-
cred music, and for a while, Bach had the freedom for which he
had searched.

""Jesus Help Me™

Even though the Duke gave Johann the freedom to write what he
wanted, Johann never forgot that it was God who made the mu-
sic through him. Whenever he began a new piece, he bowed his
head and prayed. "Jesus, help me show your glory through the
music | write. May it bring you joy even as it brings joy to your
people.” Without Jesus' help, Johann knew he'd never be able to
complete the task. Before writing even one note, Johann careful-
ly formed the letters J J at the top of the page. With that, the mu-
sic began to pour from his soul and onto the page. When he was
finally satisfied, he wrote the letters SDG at the bottom of the
page - Soli Deo Gloria - For the Glory of God Alone. He hoped
that when the music was played, it would point toward God.

To the Glory of God Alone

People today know that Bach was one of the most brilliant com-
posers ever. Although the peace he found at Weimar did not last,
it gave him temporary relief from the problems he experienced
earlier. Instead of having to please the whole church with the
music he wrote, he only had to please the Duke. But while the
people of his day recognized Bach as a great organist, they never
accepted him as a great composer. When he died in 1750, his
music was considered old fashioned, and had been forgotten by
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most people. It was not until almost 80 years later that his music
was rediscovered. In 1829, the composer Felix Mendelssohn
found a copy of Bach's St. Matthew Passion (the story of Jesus'
crucifixion and death) and decided to perform it.

The people who heard this performance of Bach's music loved it!
They wondered why his music had been forgotten. Now that
people knew about Bach's music, they began performing it at
concerts and in churches around the world. Bach became more
famous a hundred years after his death than he had ever been
while he was alive. But he never desired to become famous. His
desire was to glorify God. Today his music is played and studied
around the world. It is used in nearly every Christian denomina-
tion. It's safe to say that many people now agree that Bach's mu-
sic truly is Soli Deo Gloria - "to the glory of God alone!"

Make It Real!

Questions to make you dig a little deeper and think a little hard-
er.

How can you follow Bach's example and do all for the glory of
God? Read 1 Corinthians 10:31 and find some of the ways you
can do this.

Johann expressed his thoughts and feelings through music. What
are some ways you use to express yourself?

Bach's music was never really appreciated by the people of his
time. Do you think he was discouraged by this?

God gave Bach a special talent for music. He developed that tal-
ent by practicing diligently. What talent has God given you, and
how are you developing your talent?

Suggested reading:

Sebastian by Jeanette Winter (Browndeer Press, Harcourt Brace & Company)
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Hallstatt
From the house of prayer to Church

Located directly in the centre of Hallstatt is the Evangelical Church, which was built as
a house of prayer on the 30th October 1785. Following the order of the [BL&)77[E]
Emperor Franz Joseph | (1830~1916), all Evangelists were guaranteed full rights of
citizenship and equality in their ecclesiastical and political life. This was the beginning
of building of the new church. In October 1863, after only five years of construction,
the new church was completed.

In the 16th century the Reformation teachings of Martin Luther fell in the Salzkammer-
gut - especially among miners - quickly on fertile ground. Also the counter-reformation
faced fierce resistance from the people in the area: 1601 all bridges were destroyed,
the salt boiling pans emptied, transportation of wood and boats were blocked. Evangel-
ical preachers appealed in Catholic churches for contributors to serve in the resistance
against authority on matters of religion. However the troops of the Archbishop of Salz-
burg suppressed this rebellion: the leaders were sentenced to death and their houses
set on fire. Like most places in the Salzkammergut Hallstatt also lost his privileges for a
few years. 1734 once again soldiers marched in: 300 Protestants - not counting women
and children - from Hallstatt, Ischl and Goisern and were transported, under cover of
darkness with salt barges and had to immigrate to Transylvania.

Neo-Gothic Church of Christ

Only the "Edict of Toleration" of Emperor Joseph Il (1765~1790) allowed the
Protestants restricted practicing of their religion in 1781. At that time, 500 Hallstéatter
confessed to be of Evangelical faith. Three years later, they had already built a house
of prayer and set up a private school. The Neo-Gothic Evangelical Church of Christ
was founded in 1863, after through the "Protestant Patent" of Emperor Franz Joseph |
(TEfir 1848~1916), the Evangelical faith was awarded complete equality to the Catholic.

Today the Evangelical Church, just steps from the Hallstatt market place, also regularly
holds cultural concert events. Especially in the summer months, many musicians from
around the world play in the Hallstatt church. At the portal to the church itself is a board
with additional information on church’s history in both German and English, and is also
part of the audio guided tour of Hallstatt.
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